i
o B &,
ot

East Cascades Program Management Policy

WORKS

Connecting Talent To Opportunity

TITLE: Youth Eligibility and Enroliment

SO IO NN Previous Policy Approval Date:
Hocathon Fichkt October 12, 2021
Heather Ficht EC Works Executive Director | Current Policy Effective Date:

July 1, 2025

Revision Approved:

R July 30, 2025

K’Lynn Lane EC Works Board Chair

PURPOSE:

To establish a policy in support of State standards for eligibility regarding youth participating in Workforce
Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) Title IB funded programs. This policy also reinforces expectations
for the enroliment of eligible youth into services funded by WIOA under Title IB and provides flexibility for
providers of Title IB youth services when current waivers are in place.

POLICY:

East Cascades Works expects providers to make every effort to integrate and align services and to
leverage other federal, state, local, and philanthropic resources to supportin-school youth (ISY) and out-
of-school youth (OSY). EC Works investments in youth services are specifically intended to ensure that
disadvantaged youth become employed and enter career paths that ultimately lead to self-sufficiency.

As required in WIOA Section 129(4)(A), a minimum of 75 percent of the WIOA funds allocated to a Local
Workforce Development Board for eligible youth must be used to provide youth activities to Out-of-School
youth. Eligibility is determined at the time of enrollment.

Out-of-School Youth Eligibility:

A. Not attending any school including:
a. A youth who does not have a GED or secondary diploma and is not enrolled in
secondary education,
b. A youth who has a GED or secondary diploma and is not enrolled in
postsecondary education,
c. A youth who is attending an alternative education program, dropout
reengagement program or high school equivalency program; or
d. A youth who is attending an adult education program under Title || (ABE/ESL), or
a YouthBuild or Job Corps program.

B. Age 16 to 24 at the time of enroliment; and

C. One or more of the following:

1. A secondary school dropout as defined in ORS 339.505(1)(b),
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2. A youth who is within the age of compulsory school attendance as defined in ORS
339.010, but has not attended school for at least the most recent complete school year
calendar quarter,

3. A recipient of a secondary school diploma or its recognized equivalent who is low-income
and is either basic skills deficient or an English language learner,

4. An offender,

5. Is a homeless individual aged 16 to 24 who meets the criteria defined in sec. 41403(6) of
the Violence Against Women Act of 1994, a homeless child or youth aged 16 to 24 who
meets the criteria defined in sec. 725(2) of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act or
a runaway,

6. In foster care or has aged out of the foster care system or who has attained age 16 years
of age and left foster care for kinship guardianship or adoption, a child eligible for
assistance under sec. 477 of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 677), or in an out of-home
placement,

7. Is pregnant or parenting,

8. Has a disability; or

9. Is low-income who “requires additional assistance” to enter or complete an educational
program or to secure or hold employment.

ORS 660.310 provides that for the purposes of WIOA, an individual enrolled in alternative education
programs, as provided by ORS 336.615 to 336.675, may be considered to be an out-of-school youth. See
the exception below.

20 CFR 681.230 provides adult education under Title 1l of WIOA, YouthBuild programs, the Job Corps
program, high school equivalency programs, and dropout re-engagement programs are not considered to
be school for the purposes of determining school status.

Out-of-School Youth (OSY) Enroliment at a rate of 75%:
o Contractors shall use at least 75% of WIOA Title | Youth program resources available after
administrative costs have been deducted to serve OSY as defined by WIOA.
e EC Works expects that at least 75% of participants enrolled as youth will be enrolled as OSY.

In-School Youth Eligibility:
A. Enrolled in a secondary or post-secondary education institution*,
B. Age 14 to 21 at the time of enroliment,
C. Is, or is a member of a family that is low-income; and
D. One or more of the following:
1. Basic skills deficient,
2. An English language learner,
3. An offender,
4. |s a homeless individual,
5. Is pregnant or parenting,
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6. Has a disability; or
7. Is an individual who “requires additional assistance” to enter or complete an educational
program or to secure or hold employment.

*Exception: TEGL 21-16 provides that youth attending high school equivalency programs, including those
considered to be dropout re-engagement programs, funded by the public K-12 school system who are
classified by the school system as still enrolled in school are considered In-School Youth.

In-School Youth (ISY) Enroliment at a rate of 25%:
e Contractors must not expend more than 25% of WIOA Title | Youth program resources available
after administrative have been deducted to serve ISY as defined by WIOA.
o EC Works expects no more than 25% of participants enrolled as youth will be enrolled as ISY.

Flexibility Pertaining to State or Federal Issued Waivers:

Should at any point the State of Oregon or the US Department of Labor issue a Waiver regarding the
eligibility or enrollment outlined herein, EC Works grants maximum flexibility to its providers in order to
align with the requirements of the Federally or State issued Waiver.

Serving Older Youth:

EC Works acknowledges that some 18- to 24-year-olds may be ready for adult services and therefore
encourages program providers to coordinate services with their WorkSource partners. Funding streams
and services must be tracked concurrently to avoid any duplication of service or payment.

Requires Additional Assistance:
EC Works further clarifies the definition of “requires additional assistance to enter or complete an
educational program or to secure or hold employment,” as a youth who:

1. Resides thirty-five or more miles from the nearest Youth Services Provider, therefore lacking
access to training and/or employment opportunities due to geographic challenges; or

2. Has poor or no work history, with their most recent job lasting no longer than six consecutive
weeks; and/or has been fired from a job in the last six months.

Enroliment:

1. Youth must complete an application, which collects the required WIOA Youth Eligibility information
and creates an MIS record.

2. Once staff have reviewed and verified the application and support documentation, eligibility can be
established.

3. Each eligible youth must be provided with an objective assessment of academic and skill levels and
service needs and must develop an Individual Service Strategy (ISS) directly linked to one or more
performance indicators, and that identifies career pathways for education and employment.

4. Upon completion of the applicant’s first grant-funded service, the applicant is enrolled and is
considered a “participant.”
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5. All youth participants are provided with access to the required program elements, as defined by
WIOA Sec. 129 (c)(1). The program elements identified as appropriate for the participant must be
based on the objective assessment and the plan developed in the ISS.

REFERENCES:

TEGL 10-16

TEGL 19-16

TEGL 21-16

TEGL 21-16

TEGL 14-18

20 CFR 677.150(a)(3)(iii) Section 134(b) and 134(c)(2)

Higher Education Coordinating Commission, Office of Workforce Investments Policy: Program
Engagement-Enrolment, Exit and Services
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